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HWCT Seasonal Support Programme

Seasonal Support Programme
The Seasonal Support Programme provides small, time-limited grants to community organisations to support access to food for families with children and older people living within HWCT’s Area of Benefit during summer and winter periods.
The programme is intended to help ease short-term pressure on food budgets at predictable times of year, when costs may increase or usual support may be reduced. Funding is preventative rather than crisis-led and is intended to support food provision delivered through organisations’ existing services and relationships.
Funding must be used solely for the purchase of food or food ingredients to support individuals or families who are already known to the organisation. Support is intended to continue access to food when regular services or activities are reduced or unavailable, such as during school holidays or winter closures.
	Examples of eligible support include:
Food purchases or ingredients
Supermarket food vouchers
	Funding cannot be used for:
Food served on site
meals requiring attendance at an organization
Staffing, delivery, or venue costs
Household essentials or non-food items
Utility bills, travel costs, or debt-related support



Please ensure that the people who will receive support live within HWCT’s Area of Benefit (link to area of benefit) and that your organisation already works with the people you intend to support.
Grant size
Grants awarded through this programme are intentionally modest, allowing funding to reach a wide range of individuals and families. The grants provided to each organisation are relatively small and are intended to be distributed as direct support in the region of £30 per individual or £60 per family. Each funding round has an overall budget of £15,000.
Reporting requirements are light-touch and proportionate, focusing on reach and learning rather than detailed outcomes. Our reporting form can be found here: link to reporting form
Funding rounds and timing
The programme operates through two funding rounds each year, with the same deadlines annually.
	[bookmark: summer-support]Summer Support
Applications close 5pm 15th May
Funding decisions are made in June
	Winter Support
Applications close 5pm 15th October
Funding decisions are made in November



Applications are assessed together after the closing date, and funding is awarded based on alignment with the programme’s purpose and the available budget. 

We're here to help make your application process as smooth as possible. If you have any questions or require assistance, don't hesitate to email us at grants@hwct.org.uk.

	Section A: Organisation Details

	A1
	Organisation Name
	

	A2
	Full Address
	

	A3
	Website	
	

	A4
	Registration number
If applicable
	Charity Commission:
	

	
	
	Office of the Regulator of CICs
	

	
	
	Companies House:
	

	A5
	Your Name
	

	A6
	Job Title
	

	A7
	Telephone
Direct line if possible
	

	A8
	Email address
Please provide the best email address to contact you on.
	

	A9
	Briefly describe your organisation and the people you support.

	
	



	Section B: Area of Benefit

	B1
	Can you confirm that all individuals and families supported through this application live within HWCT’s Area of Benefit? (link to area of benefit)

	
	

	B2
	Please briefly explain how you know the people supported live within HWCT’s Area of Benefit. E.g. through your existing services, referral criteria, or address records – up to 100 words.

	
	



	Section C: Support Context

	C1
	What support services does your organisation currently provide to the people who will receive food support through this grant?
For example: family support, older people’s services, advice, social activities – up to 150 words.

	
	

	C2
	How long do you typically work with the people who will receive food support through this grant? Please indicate with an ‘x’

	
	One‑off or very short‑term contact
	
	A few days to a few weeks
	

	
	Several months
	
	Ongoing / long‑term support
	

	
	(Optional: brief explanation, if helpful):







	Section D: Summer / Winter Support Request

	D1
	Which funding round are you applying to? Please indicate with an ‘x’

	
	Summer Support : deadline 15th May
	

	
	Winter Support : deadline 15th October
	

	D2
	Who will receive food support through this grant? E.g. families with children, older people – up to 100 words

	
	

	D3
	Why is food support needed during this summer / winter period for the people you support? Up to 150 words

	
	

	D4
	How will the funding be delivered as food support? For example: £30 food vouchers for 20 people, supermarket gift cards, direct purchase of ingredients, or food parcels.- up to 100 words

	
	

	D5
	Approximately how many people will be supported?

	
	Estimated number of households
I.e. the number of households that will receive food support
	

	
	Estimated number of individuals
I.e. the total number of people supported across all households
	

	D6
	How much funding are you requesting from HWCT?

	
	£

	D7
	How will your organisation decide which individuals or families will receive food support through this grant? For example, people already receiving support, those experiencing the greatest need, or those affected by seasonal pressures. Up to 150 words.

	
	

	D8
	If demand for food support is higher than expected, or if HWCT is only able to offer a reduced award, how would your organisation manage this? For example, prioritising certain households, reducing the level of support per person, or using the funding alongside other resources. Up to 150 words.

	
	




	Section E: Policies

	E1
	Does your organisation have an equality, diversity and inclusion policy or approach in place?
If yes, please briefly describe your approach.
If no, we would appreciate information on the reasons why such a policy has not yet been established.

	
	

	E2
	Does your organisation have appropriate safeguarding arrangements in place for the people you support (e.g. children, older people, or vulnerable adults)?
If yes, please briefly describe your approach.
If no, we would appreciate information on the reasons why such a policy has not yet been established.

	
	



	Section F: Payment Details

	F1
	Bank Name:
	

	F2
	Payee Bank Account Name:
	

	F3
	Account Number:
	

	F4
	Sort Code:
	

	F5
	Please include a copy of your organisation bank statement (recent 3 months) for confirmation of bank details.



	Section G: Signature of applicant

	[bookmark: _Hlk151724056]HWCT will use the personal information about any individual contacts/referrers provided in this form and elsewhere to review and consider the application and monitor any grant which may be awarded. By signing this form you agree and confirm on behalf of your organisation that:

1) You have the authority from your organisation to make this application; and
2) You have read and understood the data and privacy information on the HWCT website and
3) HWCT may so use such information and retain it in its files without further reference and
4) HWCT may take up references or make other enquiries as it sees fit in relation to this application.

	G1
	Name
	

	G2
	Job Title
	

	G3
	Telephone Number
	

	G4
	Signature (e-signature or type name)
	

	G5
	Date signed
	





	Section H: Checklist
Please check that you have included the following items with your application.


	H1
	A brief covering letter on your organisation’s letterhead
	☐

	H2
	Your latest annual accounts. (explain if none in place)
	☐

	H3
	Your most recent set of budget/income & expenditure 
(quarterly management accounts)
	☐

	H4
	A copy of your organisation's bank statement for confirmation of bank details.
	☐



To submit your completed application form, please send it to grants@hwct.org.uk. We do not accept applications via post.  Please ensure that your application is complete, including all supporting documents listed in section H. Incomplete applications will not be accepted.
















Please note that this application form is valid until 16th October 2026. Should you need to apply after this date, please visit our website for the most up-to-date version of the form.
Please note that this application form is valid until 16th October 2026. Should you need to apply after this date, please visit our website for the most up-to-date version of the form.
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